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2016 Annual General Meeting Minutes 
6.30pm-8.00pm, Wednesday 17th October, 2016
The Fitzroy Town Hall, Reading Room, Napier St, Fitzroy
PRESENT:
Chris Lockwood (Chair), Amanda Stone, Brenda Carmen, Cas O’Neill, Charlie Salloum, Dan Barron, Michael Cassino
IN ATTENDANCE:
Please see attached attendance list
APOLOGIES:
Felicity Kotsiaris, Bronwyn Wagstaff, Grant Boyd, Stella Avramopoulos, Lisa Milani, Katie Hooper, Lynne Clarkson, Emeritus Professor Dorothy Scott
	Item
	Minute

	1
	Welcome 
Chris Lockwood,  Board President, welcomed the Hon Jenny Mikakos, Minister for Families and Children & Minister for Youth Affairs, Liana Buchanan, Principal Commissioner for Children and Young People, Cas O’neill, Past President and founding member, Mary Natoli, founding member, Chris Cook, founding member, Deb Tsorbaris, CEO CFEFCW, Lisa Griffiths, CEO OzChild, & esteemed guests and advised of apologies from Felicity Kotsiaris, Bronwyn Wagstaff, Grant Boyd, Stella Avramopoulos, Lisa Milani, Katie Hooper, Lynne Clarkson, Emeritus Professor Dorothy Scott. 
Chris opened the meeting with Acknowledgement of Country and a brief description of the meeting’s agenda.
Patron Professor Dorothy Scott provided some words to be read on her behalf:

“Families, members and esteemed guests,

When I was part of the Protecting Victoria’s Vulnerable Children Inquiry in 2011, we found that on average, it took five years from when a child first came to the notice of child protection authorities until a permanent care order was granted

A decade earlier I had been shocked to discover that two thirds of children in care in Victoria at that time had experienced four or more previous placements

The legislative and practice changes which have been put in place to address these profoundly damaging deficiencies in our child welfare system are now the subject of review and debate

Permanent Care Adoptive Families (PCA Families) is to be congratulated for its tireless work to try and make sure that children in care today do not have to wait five years in limbo or be trapped in a revolving door of placements before they have an opportunity to be part of a forever family

I often think about how far we have come, and then I reflect on how far we still have to go. PCA Families is helping us get there …”
The Chair thanked Professor Scott for her support and patronage of PCA Families.

	2
	Acceptance of Last Year’s AGM Minutes

Attendees were provided with a copy of the 2015 AGM minutes.  The Chair asked for someone to move these as being a true and accurate record of the 2015 AGM.  
Moved by Charlie Salloum; seconded by Amanda Stone.  
The motion was accepted by the meeting.

	3
	1 President’s Report & Tabling of 2016 Annual report
Attendees were provided with a copy of the 2016 Annual Report. The Chair gave a review of the President’s report mentioning the evolution of PCA Families throughout 2016 and the forecasts for 2016-2017.

	4
	Treasurer’s Report
Attendees were provided copy of the 2016 Auditor’s report. The Board Treasurer, Charlie Salloum, tabled the Report and other supporting financial reports for the meeting and provided a brief overview of the key points of the audit and financial reports. Charlie thanked Grace Kasper for her exemplary work in maintaining PCA Families financial records.

	5
	Acceptance of financial statement and 2016 Annual report
The Chair commended the 2016 Annual report and Financial Statement to the meeting and called for any questions. No questions were raised.
The Chair recommended the 2016 Annual report and Financial Statement be accepted by the meeting.
Moved by Amanda Stone, seconded by Dan Barron.
The motion was accepted by the meeting.

	6
	Election of Board members and Executive.
The Chair presented the election of Board members, as per part 5, division 3 of the PCA Families Rules of Association
Under clause 50 of the current Rules of Association, I declare all positions of the committee vacant.

The Chair advised that for the position of President, one nomination was received from himself, Chris Lockwood. 
Further nominations were called for, and none received.

The Chair declared himself, Chris Lockwood elected President

The Chair advised that for the position of Vice President, one nomination was received from Amanda Stone. 
Further nominations were called for, and none received.

The Chair declared Amanda Stone, elected Vice President

The Chair advised that for the position of Secretary, one nomination was received from Dan Barron. 
Further nominations were called for, and none received.

The Chair declared Dan Barron, elected  Secretary

The Chair advised that for the position of Treasurer, one nomination was received from Charlie Salloum. 
Further nominations were called for, and none received.

The Chair declared Charlie Salloum, elected Treasurer

The Chair put the recommendation “That there be 6 Ordinary Member Positions on the Board available for this year”
Moved by Charlie Salloum, seconded by Amanda Stone.

The motion was accepted by the meeting.
The Chair advise that for the role of Ordinary Member 3 nominations were received:

· Mike Cassino

· Felicity Kotsiaris

· Meredith Carter

Further nominations were called for, and none received.

The Chair declared Mike Cassino, Felicity Kotsiaris and Meredith Carter elected as ordinary members of the Board.


The Chair advised the meeting that this year sees founding member and dedicated volunteer Cas O’Neill step down from the Board.
The Chair moved “A motion of thanks to Cas O’Neill, for her outstanding commitment, contribution and passion on behalf of our children and families over more than 13 years.”

Seconded by …Dan Barron 

The motion was accepted by the meeting.
The Chair advised that there would be a further presentation later in proceedings, and that this marked the end of the formal section of this year’s annual general meeting.



	7
	The Annual General Meeting closed at 7pm

After the meeting: Guest Speakers

The Chair introduced the guest speaker, The Honourable Jenny Mikakos, Minister for Minister for Families and Children and Minister for Youth Affairs, who talked to the government’s strong commitment to support .And in particular the funding to provide flexible support for permanent carers to help cover extraordinary expenses, such as child care, transport costs, the therapeutic needs of a child, such as counselling, education, or health expenses and establishing a new permanent carer helpline.
The Hon Jenny Mikakos was presented with a thank you gift by the Chair.
The Chair introduced second guest speaker, Liana Buchanan, Principal Commissioner for Children and Young People who was conducting an inquiry into the permanency changes arising from the Children, Youth and Families Amendment Act 2014.
Both guests engaged the members with questions and answers.

Liana Buchanan was presented with a thankyou gift by the CEO Brenda Carmen.

Presentation to volunteers

Brenda and The Honourable Jenny Mikakos presented gifts and certificates to volunteers and past Board members.
Questions and Answers

Q & A followed which was facilitated by PCA Families CEO Brenda Carmen and President, Chris Lockwood.

The evening concluded at 7.30pm for refreshments & socialising.
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